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HUMAN NATURE AND CULTURE

Universal social 
motives

Universial biological 
needs and functions

Context

Culture



Malinowski’s Conceptualization of Basic 
Needs and Cultural Responses

Basic Needs Cultural Responses

Metabolism Commissariat
Reproduction KinshipReproduction Kinship
Bodily comforts Shelter
Safety Protection
Movement Activities
Growth Training
Health Hygiene



THE UNIQUENESS OF HUMAN CULTURE

• Language �the unique ability to symbolize their 
phyisical and metaphysical world, to create 
sounds, to create rules connecting the symbols 
to meaning

• Complex social cognition ����• Complex social cognition ����

...what humans have and animlas don’t have...
• Believe that people are intentional agents
• Causal beliefs
• Morality
• Faith
• Needs for continuous improvement

3 characteristics: complexity, differentiation, institutionalization



Human Culture Development & 
Education

Unique meaning and information systemsUnique meaning and information systems
shared by a group and transmitted across generation

(but no a genetic process)
allows the group to meet basic needs 

(Matsumoto & Juang)



Ecological 
factors

Social factors Culture 

Enculturation
via

•Family
•Community
•Institutions

Psychological 
Proceses

•Attitudes
•Values
•Beliefs
•Opinions
•Worldviews
•Norms

What is 
the concern

of
guidance & 
counseling 

How Does Culture Affect Behavior

Biological 
factors

•Norms
•Behaviors



NEED FOR CULTURAL SENSITIVITY…?
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PERSONALLY

THE FOURTH
CULTURAL BIAS AND

SENSITIVITY

TEHORETICALLY

THE FOURTH
FORCE

Rogerian: normality, congruence-incongruence, individualism, self and subjective experience, “here and now”, 



CULTURAL COMPETENCE

COUNSELOR AWARENESS OF ONE’S OWN ASSUMPTIONS,
VALUES, AND BIAS

AWARENESS

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLDVIEW OF CULTURALLY
DIVERSE CLIENTS

DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE INTERVENTION STRATEGIES
AND TECHNIQUES

KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS


